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Staying Power

W hat do you do when you have. already done all
you can? You are in trouble and there is no way
out. You are sick, and the doctors have done all they can. You
are persecuted  and there is no relief. You have made every
effort, tried every option, and still see no way out. The matter
is out of your hands. What do you do now?

The question seems contradictory. After all, if you have
done all you can do, then there is nothing left to do, is there?’
Well; there is the old saying, “When you get to the end of
your rope, tie a knot and hang on.” If that doesn’t seem very
helpful, think about this:

When Jesus® disciples asked Him about the end of the

world, He wamned them that things would get out of control.
Nation would rise against nation, there would be.
-earthquakes, famines, wars, persecutlons. Brother would
betray brother, He said, and many faithful people would lose
their lives. All of this warns of a time when things will be
completely beyond our control.
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Then, ‘w‘hen He had told them all these things, He told
them the most important thing of all. He said this:

_ But he that shall endure unto the end, the same
‘shall be saved (Matthew 24:13),

So you have done all.that you can. You have met your
problems head on, you have fought against the devil to the
end of your strength, and you seem to have lost. Your life is
no longer in -your own hands, and your hands are tied. The

~devil’s minions. have put you in Jail, slammed and bolted the
door, and havg thrown away the key. Your life is out of your
hands now.

Well, not quite. There is still one more thing you can

do—you can endure. That which endures, lasts. It has staying’

power. It does not quit or give up—even when defeated.
Those who are going to be saved, then, must have staying
power,

There are people who win, not because they are bigger,
better, or sSmarter, but becau_se they have one thing their
opponent does not. Call it grit, determination, or -even
stubbornness, but they simply outlast their enemy.

It is strange, when you think about it, that the Christian life
should be hard. Life is hard enough, but being a true
Christian in any age makes it even harder. Besides the
kr_locks, bruises and frustrations of ordinary life, the Christian
has faced persg:cutioh, loss of family and friends, and
sometimes imprisonment and death because of his faith.

There is no escaping the hardness of life. God has decided
that we should endure it. Paul wrote to Timothy, “Therefore,
endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (II
Timothy 2:3). The military. metaphor is fitting, because no
‘one goes through more pointless misery than a soldier in
training or in war—at least it seems pointless to him,
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And like a soldier, there are times when those who would
keep the faith have nothing left to do except to hold out.
They know they will not be comfortable. Circumstances are
going to be hard—even miserable. But while they cannot end
their troubles, there is one thing they can do—they can last.

Endurance is a part of life. There are some things that can
never come your way unless you are able to endure. All my
life, I had read -about sailing. I had read fiction and fact, and
was enamored of the idea of crossing the ocean in a craft
powered only by the wind. A few years ago, a good friend
invited me to sail back from Mexico with him. He was
sailing down with a racing crew, and I could join him for the
trip back.

I had read enough about sailing to get beyond the
romance. Sailing is not a comfortable spoit. There are times
when everything is wet with no way to get it dry. The boat is
constantly in motion—sometimes violently so. It is not
unusual to come back from a passage with bruises and
abrasions. And this trip would be hot. The voyage would
leave the Yucatan peninsula in July, and sailboats are not air
conditioned. The trip would take about five days. ‘

But I wanted the experience, and there was no way. to get
it without enduring some mild hardship, and facing up to a
small fear of the unknown. And once at sea, there was -
nothing.to do but endure. It was either that or jump

overboard.

I never hesitated. I had wanted this trip so long that the
possible miseries seemed insignificant. T went. It was
glorious.

On the other hand, the apostle Paul had some experiences
at sea that give new meaning the word “endure.” From
prison, he wrote to Timothy: “No man that warreth
entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may
please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier... Remember
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that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the
dead according to my gospel: Wherein I suffer trouble, as an
evil doer, even unto bonds.”

. - No, it was not merely jail. Paul was taken to prison where
they clamped bracelets around his ankles and wrists. A group
of soldiers muscled him-aboard a ship, cast off and set sail
for Rome. It was in the fall of the year, a stormy time at sea.
It is one. thing to be a free man on a ship in a storm. It is
another to be a prisoner in chains, locked in the wet and
leaky hold of the ship. If the ship goes down, you drown with
“the rats. R

But what could hé do? He had little choice. So, he
continued in his letter to Timothy, saying that he had suffered
trouble even to being bound, but-adding, “But the word of
God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things” (IT Timothy
2:4-10).

Even in chains, Paul still had a choice. He could allow
himself to be defeated, or he could hang on. He could be
passive and fatalistic, or he could be active and positive. He
made a deliberate decision to endure, and in the process, kept
the Word of God alive and working,

So many ttmes, we think we are helpless. We think there is
nothing we can do, so we stop trying. We become passive,
But endurance is not passive. Endurance requires a conscious
decision, and has a goal in mind. Paul certainly did:

Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sakes,
that they may also obtain the salvation which is in
Christ Jesus with eternal glory. It is a faithful saying:
For if we be dead with Him, we shall also live with
Him: If we suffer, we shall also reign with Him: if we
deny Him, He also will deny us: If we believe not, yet
He abideth faithful: He cannot deny Himself. Of these
things put them in remembrance, charging them
before the Lord that they strive not about words to no
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profit, but to the subverting of the hearers (I Timothy
2:10-14).

Paul did what he did for the sake of “the elect,” that they
might achieve salvation. If he gave up, many of them would
give up. He also saw suffering as an essential part of the

~Christian witness. For Paul, it was not merely a matter of

suffering, but of suffering “with Him.” It was not merely a
matter of being dead, but of being dead “with Him.” Giving
up in the face of pain, suffering, even death, was unthinkable-
to Paul. It would mean denying Christ. Knowing all this,
Paul had little patience with cute doctrinal arguments that
depended on words and lexicons.

Enduring is first a frame of mind. Paul was in chains for a
reason. He stood for something. He rieeded to wear the
chains. The very fact that he was wearing the chains made a
statement, and he was glad to make the statement. Because of
his attitude, his captors could see it in his eyes. It was in his
voice. He would not be dragged in with his head down and

.defeat written all over him. He would go before his judges

with his head up and the realization that he was there for the
defense of the gospel. . _ ,

'One man, whom Jesus had called to follow Him, said,
“Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them
farewell, which are at home at my house.” Jesus responded,
“No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking
back, is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:61,62), What
Jesus means is that once you have put your hand to the plow,
once you have set out to follow Him, guitting is no longer an
option. -

You may be in someone else’s power. Events may be
entirely out of your control. You may have done everything
anyone could possibly expect you to do. But you are still not-
finished. You still have to last. If you are a martyr, you must



8 Staying Power

play the role to the end. You must act like you are not afraid,
even when you are.,

There is a funny thing about the decision to endure. It-

seems to impart a courage of its own. You may start out
acting like you are not afraid, and in the end, surprise

yourself when you notice that you truly are not afraid.
The last thing a martyr has to endure is death. And if the

last fight available to him is to look his captors in the eye as

they take his life; then that is what he must do. He must. not
cringe, weep, or beg. This is the final test of endurance,

Are 'you dying of cancer? Suicide is not an option. To
endure the pain with faith and courage is to suffer with
Christ—to be an example to all those who bear with you
through the trial. Christ would have little in common with Dr.
Kevorkian, and Paul would not have understood him at all.

Consider what Paul had to say to the Thessalonians. Here
was a church which l_iad suffered no small degree of
persecution since Paul had left them. Several had even died

for the faith. When he learned what they had been through,
Paul wrote:

We are bound to thank God always for you,
brethren, as it is meet [fitting] because that your
faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of
every one of you all toward each other
aboundeth; So that we ourselves glory in you in
the churches of God for your patience and faith
in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye
endure (Il Thessalonians 1:3-4).

This is a commendation for endurance, and specifies two
elements of staying power: patience and faith. The
Thessalonians had settled into a routine they knew they had
to live with, They did not quit. They stepped up to the
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challenge and did what they had to do. In the process, they
made a statement. Paul described it as “a manifest token of
the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer”
(verse 5).

None of this was without purpose. They were suffering for
the Kingdom of God. Their endurance was a “manifest-
token” of the judgment of God. Something that is manifest is
something made plain to see. A token is something taken as
evidence or proof. _

In a sense, our endurance in the face of trials, persecution,
loss, heartache, even death, is a piece of evidence that God
can take into court. Strange as it sounds, something like that

actually did happen.

There was a day when all the sons of God came to appear
before Him and Satan also came among them (Job 1:6). God
asked Satan where he had been, and the devil replied, “Oh
going to and fro in the earth, walking up and down in it.”

“Ah,” replied God, “Have you seen my servant Job, there
is not a man like him, not a one that loves good and hates
evil.” When God made this innocent sounding remark, He
effectively took poor Job and shoved him out on a green
tablecloth like a poker chip. _

“Sure, I’ve seen him,” the devil came back, “Does Job
serve you for nothing. I can’t touch him. You have made him
rich. You protect him. Everything is going his way. Anybody
would serve you for that. Job is just another of your paid
help.”

“You think s0?” God said, “I will place everything he has
in your hands, but you may not touch his body.” .

“You have a bet,” replied Satan, and left. What then
happened to Job is hard to understand. He lost everything,
houses, land, cattle. Finally .all his children died in a
catastrophe. Satan left Job a broken man.



10 Staying Power

~ But in spite of it all, Job did not blame God. His reply?
“God has given, God has taken away, Blessed be His name.”

- When Satan -next’_caxhe before God, he had to face the fact
that he had lost the bet. God immediately pointed to Job.
Once again He credited him as an upright man and added
“and still he holds fast his integrity although you moved me
-against him, to déstroy. Him without cause.” God was not
beyond rubbing it in. .

“Double or nothing,” Satan replied; “Skin for skin, yes, ail
that a man has will he give for his life; but put forth your
hand now and touch his flesh and his bone, and he will curse
you to your face” (Job 2:5).

* “Very well,” God answered; “He is in your hand; but save
his life.” - |

- "Done!” said the devil. So he went out and smote Job with
boils from head to toe, N ‘

- The story of Job is a long story, and a fascinating one in
spite of being a rather tedious tead at times. One of the
greatest lessons of the book ‘s that the suffering of-a servant

of God is never without meaning or purpose. Job had no idea

what was going on, but he was convinced that God was in it.
And he was right. o

Would you be willing to endure pain so God could prove a
point? Now it is only fair to add that God was preparing to
make a.point to Job, but Job did not know that until the very
end. In all his agony, he wanted to know why, but it was not
possible for him to know why until he had endured a while.

Job was a good man. He was a righteous man, and he had
God’s testimony to the fact. The problem was, he knew he
was righteous, and had no reluctance in saying so. This was
not the kind of man that God finally wanted him to be, Nor
did it say anything about his staying power. Satan had
‘unwittingly raised a legitimate question, Will this man hold
up under fire? Will he endure when things are going bad for
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him? Anybody can endure good times; how can we know
what kind of stuff he has until the bad times come?

The devil was quite willing to play the game with God.
But he never knew what the real stakes were. .

Not many of us, when we are suffering, are able to keep in
mind the stakes we are playing for. But you don’t have to
know them. Job didn’t. What you have to know is that you.
must outlast the trial; you must endure. .

For Job, and for most of us, endurance is seen as a passive
thing—a non-act. You don’t have much choice, you just sit
there and passively endure. And yet son?ethmg very
important is going on. Paul wrote to the Philippians:-

Only let your conversation [conduct] be as it
becometh the gospel of Christ; that whether 1 come
and-see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your
affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mu.nd'
striving together for the faith of the gospe].- And in
nothing terrified by your adversaries... (Philippians
1:27,28).

This is important. God does not want us to be terrified by
our adversaries, or afraid of our trials. Have you ever
considered why a certain class of internatiogal criminal is
called a “terrorist”? Their goal is to create changes in
national policies through the use of fear. If they cannot create
fear, then all their effort is in vain..

The devil feeds on fear. There is a mind set qf cruelty that_
loves the smell of fear. There are people who get high on
other men’s terror. Gangs who roam the streets at night are
trying to generate fear in their opponents while they .pretend
that they are not afraid. Yet if they were not afraid, they
would have noneed of a gang. - D

If you can just undérstand that one -of the things your
adversary wants is for-you to fear, you have gone a long way
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toward winning. In Paul’s words, you should not be terrified
-by your adversary. You should at least make every effort not
to show fear.” '

_ Paul said more: “And in nothing terrified by your
adversaries; which is to them an evident token of
perdition....” The very fact that you stand up, the very fact
that you look them in the eye while you are enduring

whatever is coming your way, the very fact that you won’t

quit, the very fact that you won’t hang your head, the very
fact that you won'’t tuck your tail between your legs and run,
the very fact that you won’t give up, all this is an evident
token of perdition. Their perdition. ' _ ,

Perdition is defined as a state of final spiritual ruin. The
very first way some men will see their own judgment is in
the eyes of one they are persecuting.

Paul added one more thought to this: “For unto you it is
given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, bus
also to suffer for his sake” (verse 29). Now there is a new
thought.’Among all the gifts we receive from God, the one
least appreciated is the gift of suffering for His sake. But
‘suffering is part of the package. -

It is not as though we were never told. Jesus told his
disciples early on:

Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of
wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and as
harmless as doves. But beware of men, for they will
deliver you up to the councils and they will scourge
you in their synagogues; And ye shall be brought
before governors and kings for my sake...But when
they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye
shall speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour
‘what ye shall speak, but the Spirit of your Father
which speaketh in you, And the brother shall deliver
up the brother to death, and the father the child; and

.f\i
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the children shall rise up against their parents, and
cause them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated
of all men for my name’s sake; but he that endureth to
the end shall be saved (Matthew 10:16-22).

Now it is not reasonable that a leader should ask his
people to do something he was not willing to do himself. So
when Jesus says to us that we must be prepared to endure
persecution, He knew full well that He was going to have to
endure it Himself. .

On the night before He died, and after the last supper,
Jesus took his disciples to the garden called Gethsemane. He
asked them to wait for Him while He prayed, saying, “My
soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death” (Matthew
26:36-38). When He was alone, He prayed, “O my Father, if
it is possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless not as [
will, but as thou will.” He prayed this way three times, and
on the last occasion He was in such agony that His sweat was
like great drops of blood.

There is no need to apologize for-tears. There is no reason
to feel guilty when we flinch in the face of a trial or a test, [t
is okay to want a trial to go away. When He knew that His
trial would involve torture and death, even Jesus wanted out.
But through prayer and tears, He came to want His Father’s
will even more. '

" So when we face a trial, it is not wrong for us to pray tha
God would take it away. Jesus did.-But as He prayed, He
experienced a change of heart. First He prayed, “Let this cup
pass from me.” Later, He asked, “If it is possible, let this cup
pass from me.” Finally, His prayer was, “If it is not possible
that this cup pass, thy will be done.”

Like Jesus, we have sometimes to grow into an awareness
of what we must endure. The beauty of relating to God as 3
Father is that we can come to Him as often and as long as we
like. It is in this persistent coming to God in prayer that we
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slowly begin to understand what we must o:ndure(,1 a;dh\;l‘lli
we must endure it. The things we have to ;n ud
meaning and purpose, but only if we endure to the eztt.in .

When you are in a time of trial and are noftri g " isus
support you need, it is tempting to blame your 1en .Yet e
chided His disciples because ltlhey kel:;tI Zagllzf, :;‘.e:eg;l méd_ .

1 ““the spirit was willing”—Hi e
l::;:o:th:;imt,hbutpthey just did not know'.what tQ d?t cl); :mwotl:)
do it. And there is a point where yqur frlends' carll ! pg)eﬁ;
no matter how hard they try. There 1s no usc in b amllingd et
because they don’t feel what.);c)'u feel. The;y cannot. Enduring
i i ; one.
is i):l frﬂl;gftg:t"tﬂﬁ,"gegssozv about all this is thzfl(ti Jt:.‘susd h;c;

it of it. “I could pray the Father,” He said, “an
:/:I?I)((l (;l;nd legions of an_‘g'els.’f Dgliyerancg w;sl,; a P;:Ze;;
away. And yet that prayer was never made. Why. c(;a e
He had done so, He would have f;ulcd to endure to t :i ami
God’s purpose in the trial wou.ld not have been served, and
the Scriptures would have rcmamec! unfulfilled. ot of

" None of this is to suggest 121““ 1tf _tyl(:u ﬁa\guatl_ \v::gt o of

your suffering that you shoul not ta eit. B ; s e
1 o pay to get out? What is it that yo
frl;f:gyt?)uasgde? tWEaf comgpromisc _w'ill you have to mal;fzi
There is a time -when you have to dec;de tt? endpre,-to suout
through, to stick it out, even when fher.'e. mtght be a waznd E;
You don’t compromise with what is right in _order to en
mi is as simple as that. Endurin.g‘ sometimes requires ymi é;)l
make a positive decision not tolgllvc up, but to bear up—e
th\;lh)é?)utll::vr‘:lzbwzrr?:t:for Jesus, all the'disciples: forsook
Him and fled. How would it feel to ’have'all your frlfn;ldsd rlr:g
off and leave you? When it happened to Jesus, Hz 2 o
choice in the matter. All He could do was endure the
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abandonment: He could not even cry about it. He could noi
let others see His disappointment. All He could do was watch
them go and feel sorry for them. He knew how rotten they
would feel when it was all over.

The chief priests and elders had prepared thoroughly for
this moment. The most difficult job they had was finding
witnesses to testify against Jesus. The -man had done nothing
wrong. But finally, they came up with a couple of liars who
would say what they wanted them to say.

After the false testimony, they asked Jesus: “Do you have
no answer? What is the truth about what these say against
you?” He answered them.not a- word. He was not there to
defend Himself. He was there to endure whatever they did to
Him. Regardless of what they said, regardless of the lies and
the humiliation, He had to endure it to the bitter end.

Finally the high priest commanded Him, “I adjure thee by
the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ,
the Son of God.” Now Jesus had to answer., This adjuration
or command came from the law. of God. Once this command
is given, any witness who keeps silent about what he knows
is guilty of perjury (Leviticus 3:1). So when the high priest,
speaking with his authority as judge, commanded Jesus to
speak, He had no choice but to tell them the truth, '

There was no way to answer thjs without making things
worse, but there was no hesitation. Jesus did not even hedge,
but answered the question more fully than it was asked.
“Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall
ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and
coming in the clouds of heaven.” I

"Jesus not only admitted the truth, He expressed it in
provocative terms. He ensured that He would go through the
entire trial. When the priest héard what Jesus said, he rent his
clothes saying, “He hath spoken blasphemy; what further
need have we of witnesses? Behold, now we have heard His
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blasphemy. What think ye?” An._d -the rTlob answer((ald fllllri: :,Sf
guilty of death.” Then they Z[;'lt in His face, made

i ed Him repeatedly. _ .

H“:; ?ll:l(; :lzir:ﬁ, events were out of control. Jesus wasf in tl':;_lsr
poWer. Apart from calling olndC(}iod (t)o sensd tz: r:f,rrllz ?ac?nti er‘;
there was nothing Jesus could do. Ur wa ! )t H
ore thing He could do—He could endure. He
:’05:;; :thrg hp like agman and look them in the eye. He co;l‘ig
refuse to give them any satisfaction. He could refuse to craw
” ]tfl)ol:;g(.)t" us have had to endure anything like this. For ll.;S, it
is hard enough to endure the small things. There have eer::
too many times when we have come to the end of 0:1]1‘ ;‘O[ge
and just let it go. When Jesus’ disciples got t.o_the enhove_ to
rope, they dropped it and ran. One of the things we ha
Jearn in this life is how to do better than that. )

" But for us to learn better, we need more than one ¢ ance;
While Jesus was on trial and being _t.ormente(!,-Petzr \:ie{ll
sitting outside. A young lady stepped over to him an Su'r:
“You were one of those with Jesus of Galllem?, weren’t you'
And there, in front of everyone, Peter denied ever having

§. .

kn(l)r iI; Jge;gd-that this failure is on record. Oth?r“’nsti,,. ‘\:\;e
might not know that we can still have (;hnst.s cabl ,
compassion and mercy even after we have_ failed r;:lsera ulii
Peter knew better. Jesus had ;ver(l:l told l;;umrethat e Wo

i d Peter still folded under pre . |
de‘gfti:ntll;ﬂesurrecﬁon, Jesus asked Peter, “Simon, SOII} Sif

fonas, do you love me?” That had to hurt. Peter rep ie h
“Lord, you know everything; you know _that I love ytl)u‘;e
Later, Jesus asked him again, “Simon, are y_ou sure-you f:) .

me.” In the years that were to come, Peter had t(‘)1 1;1e n;aed

again and again over that question. }.Ie knew ‘he h‘?F _ Z m

Jesus three times, and yet Christ still told him, “Feed my
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Peter was right when he said that Jesus already knew that
he loved Him. The questions were not for Jesus’ sake, but for
Peter’s. Just as Peter had denied Christ three times, Jesus
wanted three affirmations. He wanted him to say the words
out loud. Peter would have to face death for Christ, and it
was important that he be strengthened.

There are times in our lives when God, in one way or
another, puts the question to us: “Do you love me?” He
forces us to say it, either with words or with actions: “Lord,
you know everything, you know that I love you.” It is true
that He knows, but in forcing you to say it, He strengthens
your resolve. '

I have been called for jury duty on several occasions
(although never selected). In the process called voire dire, the’
attorneys question the prospective jurors thoroughly about
their experiences and their prejudices. Then, they ask them if,
in spite of what they have read and heard, in spite of any
personal feeling, they can be impartial and can base their
decision solely on the evidence presented in court. At first 1
wondered why they were doing all this—after all, the person
could lie about it. Then it dawned on.me. That affirmation in
open court would make it much harder to do something
different in the jury room. '

Where are your affirmations coming from? In what ways
are you affirming Christ in your life? When the real
tribulations come our way, we need fo have affirtned before
that we will remain faithful. There needs to be a time when
we say like Peter, yes, 1 do love you; yes, I will do it. It is not
enough to say those things in private. We must say these
things in front of the world, and not merely with words. Your
life should affirm your love for God.

- In the end, Jesus had to face Pontius Pilate. The governor
asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews.” Jesus only
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answer was, “You say it.” Pilate pressed Him: “]?on’t you
hear how many things they accuse you of?” Pllat’c was
astonished when Jesus did not answer. “Man, do?‘ t you
understand what is happening here?” Pilate asked. “I have
the power to release you or condemn you.”. .

“You would have no power,” Jesus replied, “except it was
given to you by my Father who is in heaven.” Jt.asus- was
determined to endure what He had to endure—to stick it out
to the bitter end. '

Then Pilate released Barabbas to the crowd and dellve.red
Jesus to be scourged and crucified. The common soldiers
stripped Jesus of his clothes, stood Him n.akcd in front of the
whole band of soldiers, and whipped Him. When they had
plaited a crown of thorns, they put it on his hez_id and I:!laccd a
reed in His right hand. They bowed the knee before Hl:n, and
made fun of Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews. Then
they took the reed from His hand, hit Him with it and spit on
Hlirtl.is one thing to die, and quite another to endure.this kind
of humiliation. But it was something He had to do. It is hard
to imagine the pain that Jesus suffered, no_t_only the phy§1cal
pain of scourging and beating, but the emotional a.nd splntual
pain of betrayal—of being left entirely alone by His frlends..

But there was one more thing Jesus had to endure, and it
may have been. the worst thing of all. When they had
crucified Him and left him to die on the stake, God turned
His back on Him and left Him utterly alone. When Je:s,u.s
cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me,” it
came from the deepest heart of the man. He had not expected

that. He had to endure it. -
These were the things Jesus had to endure. He was
helpless and alone, as no man has ever bee;n alone. Ye‘t,
believe it or not, though Jesus was without help, He was in
this moment far from helpless. He was finishing a work. By
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enduring all this to the end, He was accomplishing your
salvation. What He endured, He endured in your place, and
His sacrifice has the power to turn your life around. His
enduring made possible the resurrection from the dead. He
opened the door into the presence of the Father for all
mankind. '

Everything in the plan of God depended on a situation
where Jesus, to all outward appearances, did nothing. And
yet He did more there than any man has ever done. He did it
by enduring, by staying the course. He lasted.

And we also have to stay the course. The author of
Hebrews wrote that it was like a race. “Let us lay aside every
weight,” he said, “and run with patience the race that is set
before us.” We have to keep running. We have to endure the
pain, the boredom, the sacrifice. It requires patience, because
it isn’t the first lap that wins, or the second. We have to be
there at the finish.

Hebrews goes on to say that we should run, “Looking unto
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
was set before Him endured the cross....” Jesus not only
endured it. He carried it. It wasn’t carried up the hill for Him.
He fully participated in the deed. That is why He says to us,
“If any man will come after me, let him take up his cross.”

What that means, in the simplest terms, is that we must
bear up under whatever burden we have to bear. We have not
merely to passively endure, but to positively, actively endure.

There is no point in feeling sorry for yourself. Hebrews
continues: “For consider Him that endured such
contradiction of sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied
and faint in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood,
striving against sin.” _

It is true. Of all the things we have had to endure,
whatever hardship, whatever privation or embarrassment, we
are still alive. We have yet to die for the faith. And so when
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we think we are really hurting, when we are in trouble, whe.n
we are suffering for the faith, when the whole_wortllili is
coming down around our ears‘} when we feel there 1s nothing
can still endure.
16%;‘;;:31&3 i?:;ﬁid like He had suffe_red every manner of
torment they had to inflict, they led Him out to the ultlrlr.llatlt:
punishment Rome had to offer. It was not merely dea_t .ld
was the most humiliating and painful death they cou;l
devise. As a part of the humiliation, they demanded ht at
Jesus carry His own stake out to Golgotl}a. He 'could avg
refused. What would they have d_one-—klll.ed him sooner?
But He picked up His stake and carriec.l it until He fell.
He expects us to do the same. He said:

If any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and fo_llo-w me.
For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but
whosoever will lose his life for my sake, _the_sanlle
shall save it. For what is a man advantaged, if he gau‘;’
the whole world, and lose hims:lf, or be cast away?
For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my
words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed...

(Luke 9:23-26).

We cannot complain that He never warned us. Wl}y, then,
do we moan and wail when we learn that the Chngtlan way
of life involves suffering? We who have f.cill::)we_d C.lmst
seem to expect that there should _be;no pain in our lives.

were just not paying attention. -
Pef‘t?gj ::ve for;otten thi exhortation which speaketh Il!'ltO
you as unto children,” continues Hebrews. t‘My son, despise
not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou at}l;t
rebuked of Him: For whom the Lord loYeth He chastet:ie ]
and scourgeth every son whom He rece:veth. If ye 321‘15 ure
chastening, God dealeth with you as sons (Hebrews 12:5).
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It happens that, from time to time, God chastens His
children. This also is something we must endure. As always,
endurance is more that just letting it happen. Enduring is a
positive, active acceptance of love, even when that love is
expressed in a way that causes pain.

“Looking diligently,” Hebrews continues, “lest any man
fail of the grace of God...” (verse 15). How could that
happen, and how is it connected with endurance? The
illustration chosen here is instructive: “Lest there be any
fornicator, or profane person, as Esau, who'for one morsel of
meat sold his birthright. For ye know how that afterward,
when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected:
for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it
carefully with tears.” - ' '

- Endurance need not be a matter of persecution and death.
Esau could not even endure hunger for the sake of his
birthright. It is no caprice that leads God to require us to go
one day a year without food. He wants us to fast. He wants
us to learn what it is like to be hungry. He wants us to feel it
Esau was hungry, and for one morsel of food he sold his
birthright. Sometimes the test of endurance can be so small.
But how can We_ expect to endure the great trials, unless we
practice and succeed on the small ones. '

“Lift up the hands that hang down,” says Hebrews. “See

that you refuse not him that speaketh,” He continued.
Straighten up. Don’t go around looking like a whipped dog
just becanse you have been called on to endure a trial. “For if
they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much
more shall not we escape, if we turn away from Him that
speaketh from heaven: Whose voice then shook the earth; but
now He hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the
earth only, but also heaven,”

“There is coming a time of testing that will surpass all the
great earthquakes of the past. The question God is resolving
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is what will last, and what will not. Who has staying power:
“And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the réemoving of
those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that
those things which cannot be shaken may remain” (Hebrews
12:27).

Those who cannot be shaken are those who have learned,
through trials great and small, to endure—those who have
learned to' willingly, even cheerfully, accept the burden laid
upon them: Those who endure are those who willingly pick
up their cross and struggle down the street behind Christ;
who look the enemy in the eye and refuse to give up; who
refuse to cash in their chips before the game is over.

There is one more important thing to know: There is no
way to find out what cannot be shaken without shaking
everything. There is no way to find out who will endure
without turning up the heat.

And God must know. We must know. “Wherefore we
receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved,” Hebrews
continues, “let us have grace, whereby we may serve God
acceptably with reverence and godly fear: For our God is a
consuming fire.” '

It may well be that, when you get to the end of your rope,
when it seems there is nothing left that you can do, that the
most important thing you ever will do lies just yet ahead.
Don’t give up. Tie a knot in the rope, and hang on. 3



